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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97(b), and 1.98 Applicants enclose a Form PTO-1449 
listing certain references known to Applicants and/or their representatives, along with copies 
of the cited references. Applicants respectfully request entry of this Information Disclosure 
Statement and consideration of the cited references. Applicants also request that the 
Examiner initial the left column of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 to indicate consideration of 
the cited references and return a copy of the initialed form to Applicants' representatives 
along with the next Office communication. 

Applicants do not waive any rights to appropriate action to establish patentability over 
the listed documents should they be applied as references against the claims of the present 
application. This statement should not be construed as a representation that more material 
information does not exist or that an exhaustive search of the relevant art has been made. 

The information cited in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in an 
International Search Report relating to a corresponding international application. The 
International Search Report is dated May 2, 2003. A copy of the Search Report is enclosed 
for the Examiner's reference, and may be used as the required English-language statement of 
relevance for the foreign language references. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is intended to be in full compliance with the 
rules, but should the Examiner find any part of its required content to have been omitted, 
prompt notice to that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time under 37 CFR § 
1.97(f) to enable Applicants to comply fully. 
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